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LEGISLATURE 

 
 

Departmental Mission 
 

The Suffolk County Legislature is responsible for the enactment of all local legislation.  
 

 
Department Description 
 
The Suffolk County Legislature is comprised of 18 members, who 
each represent one of the legislative districts, which equally 
divide the population of Suffolk County.  The Presiding Officer 
acts as the administrative head of the Legislature and is duly 
elected by the members. 
 
The Legislature consists of the Legislative body, the Budget 
Review Office and the Clerk of the Legislature. 
 
The responsibilities of the Suffolk County Legislature include: 
 

• Adopting all the capital, college and operating 
budgets 

• Adopting county taxes  

• Authorizing the issuance of debt 

• Setting fee schedules for certain county services 
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LEGISLATURE 

 
 

Activities and Accomplishments 
 
In 2003, the Suffolk County Legislature: 
 

 Adopted 1,179 resolutions and 33 local laws which affected a wide range of financial and legislative concerns. 

 Adopted 54 memorializing resolutions.  These resolutions request federal, state or other local government 
agencies and administrative bodies to take action or grant authority that is beyond the power of the County 
Legislature. 

 Adopted six home rule messages.  These resolutions are requests for action on a specific piece of legislation 
pending before the New York State Legislature that affects the County of Suffolk. 

 
 
 

 
2005 Executive Recommendation 

 
I am proposing a budget of $9,922,292 for the Legislature for fiscal year 2005.  This represents an increase of 
$229,393 over the 2004 Adopted Budget after taking into account $180,000 of funding for the Campaign Finance 
Board which was placed in the Legislature’s appropriations by the Legislature last year.  I have reduced the $180,000 
allocation and proposed funding for the Campaign Finance Board as a separate Department.     
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